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State Budget News
All things considered, the $132 billion state budget is pretty good for the environment. Lawmakers set the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) at $222 million, which is $17 million more than in the Executive Budget. The EPF includes $60 million for open-space protection and $7 million for stewardship, which pays for ADK’s Professional Trail Crew and supports the Summit Steward Program. The Legislature also expanded the Bottle Bill to add a 5 cent deposit on water bottles, which will help reduce litter. ADK’s lobbying efforts paid off. Read ADK’s Conservation Update.
 
Membership Dues at Work 
If you own property in the Adirondacks or Catskills, ADK may have helped save you money on your taxes. A proposal in the Executive Budget would have frozen state tax payments on Forest Preserve lands at 2008-09 levels, shifting the tax burden onto other taxpayers. In some communities with large tracts of state land, the shift would have caused double-digit tax increases. Stopping this ill-conceived policy was a top advocacy priority for ADK’s Public Affairs team, and Executive Director Neil Woodworth spoke directly with Governor Paterson about it. Again, our efforts paid off, and the proposal was removed from the final budget. 
 
Adirondack Reader
ADK’s Publications Department has released the third edition of The Adirondack Reader, a collection of writings spanning four centuries of the region’s history and literature.  Edited by the late Paul Jamieson with Neal Burdick, this edition includes the work of some 30 new writers as well as the classic entries of Adirondack explorers and philosophers. Newcomers to the third edition include Bill McKibben, Russell Banks, Chris Jerome, Barbara McMartin, Elizabeth Folwell and Philip Terrie. The new edition also includes 32 pages of Adirondack photographs, drawings and paintings. More here.
 
National Trails Day
Planning to volunteer for ADK’s National Trails Day event at Cranberry Lake on June 6? If you get someone to sponsor you – an employer, local gear store or other ADK supporter  – you’ll get a chance to win equipment from Leki, Badger Bear, Merrell and more. For a $25 volunteer sponsorship, sponsors will get certificates of appreciation, photos of their logos at the event and recognition of their contributions in Adirondac magazine and on the ADK Web site. For a list of NTD projects, click here. For a volunteer registration form, click here. For more information on sponsorship opportunities, click here. 
 
Richard Louv
Richard Louv, author of “Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder,” will be at The Wild Center  in Tupper Lake on Saturday, May 2, for a presentation and book signing. The Wild Center, AKA the Natural History Museum of the Adirondacks, will be open for free from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 2. ADK, which is helping to organize the event, will have a vendor booth and will be running some of the day’s activities. More information here.
 
Shop, Save and Support ADK
Shop at an Eastern Mountain Sports store on April 17 or 18, show your ADK membership card and save at least 20 percent on anything in the store. Details about EMS Club Days here. Don’t have a current ADK membership? No problem. You can join now. Also, Chico’s, a women’s clothing store in Saratoga Springs, is donating 10 percent of the day’s proceeds from Saturday, April 18, to ADK. 
 
McHugh Bill
Congressman John McHugh, R-Pierrepont Manor, has introduced legislation to limit emissions of sulfur, nitrogen and mercury from coal-fired power plants. ADK endorses the bill, which would help reduce acid rain and mercury contamination in the Adirondacks and Catskills. More about the Acid Rain and Mercury Control Act here.
 
Good Ol’ Summertime
With summer just around the corner, it’s time to start planning those warm-weather adventures. ADK’s Education Department can help your sharpen your outdoor skills and make your summer season more rewarding. Become familiar with Adirondack wildflowers during Wildflower Weekend; master outdoor ethics and learn how to disseminate that knowledge to others with Leave No Trace training; or develop you canoe or kayak skills with an American Canoe Association course. For the more ambitious, there’s the three-day  Guide License Training, designed to help outdoor educators and leaders obtain a New York State Guides License. Click here for a complete listing of ADK programs and workshops. Want to find the best places for birdwatching in the Adirondacks? Pick up a copy of Adirondack Birding. Plan to ride in ididaride!, the ADK-sponsored Adirondack bike tour? Now’s the time to prepare to ride. And don’t forget to leave room on your calendar for Spring Outing 2009: The Undiscovered Island Revisited, hosted by the Long Island Chapter and scheduled for June 26-28. Register now for the widest choice of activities. Click here for an updated outings list. 
 
Heart Lake Photos
Tom Andrews, the Heart Lake Property committee chairman, is looking for old photos for the Heart Lake Property. Specifically he’s interested in pictures of the Old Trading Post, the Bunkhouse, the old “Managers Cabin,” Chipmunk, the old boat dock, lean-tos around Heart Lake, the High Peaks Information Center during construction, any older pictures of the Loj itself or anything that pertains to the property. Tom wants to put together a photo history of the property to be displayed at the Loj and posted on ADK’s Web site. You can send the photos by e-mail  or mail them to Tom Andrews, 914 Franklyn St., Rome, NY 13440.
 
Chapter Notes
· The Ramapo and North Jersey ADK chapters are considering a merger. In recent years, the two chapters have shared a hiking schedule since they hike in the same areas. “We walked the woods together as one chapter, but were duplicating the efforts of our wonderful, but separate, volunteers,” according to the Ramapo Chapter newsletter. Ramapo Chapter members will vote on the proposed merger on April 23; North Jersey Chapter members will vote April 26.
· The Mid-Hudson Chapter is giving members the option of receiving its newsletter, Mid-Hudson Trails, electronically. The move could save the chapter $2,000 a year in printing and mailing costs, as well as saving a few trees.
· Save the Date: The Genesee Valley Chapter’s 2009 Outdoor Expo will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, June 13, at Mendon Ponds Park, Rochester. The Outdoor Expo, now in its 12th year, includes workshops on hiking, canoeing, kayaking, backpacking, camping, bicycling and other outdoor activities. Test kayaks and canoes on the pond.  And it’s all free. Details here.
· Save the Date: The Mid-Hudson Chapter’s 8th annual PaddleFest will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, June 20, at Plum Point Park, New Windsor. Get a free kayak lesson. Test paddle different kayaks. Improve your skills. Check out the used gear sale. Free. More here.
Updates
Here are some updates on information reported earlier in ADK Today. Details of the mysterious Black Fly Affair continue to emerge. And here’s more about the Northeastern Alpine Stewardship Gathering, which ADK is co-sponsoring. While this May 29-30 conference is designed for alpine stewardship professionals, laypersons with an interest in the protection of alpine ecosystems are encouraged to attend.
 
Campground Host Program
The Heart Lake campground host program is seeking volunteers for the upcoming summer. What is a campground host? An ADK member who enjoys camping and likes to meet people, spread knowledge of the club and help folks enjoy their time in the Adirondacks to the fullest. More information here.
Essay Contest
The Waterman Fund is seeking submissions of essays about life in the mountains of the northeastern United States for its second annual Waterman Fund Alpine Essay Contest.  Essays must be original works ranging from 2,500 to 4,000 words. Submission deadline is May 1. The winning piece will be published in Appalachia Journal, and the winning essayist will receive $2,000. Details here.
 
ADK in the News
· Take a Hike
· Climbing high peaks requires the right gear and attitude
· Father, son from Pittsford top Adirondacks
· McHugh pushing for more action on acid rain
· Plan to cap state’s property tax payments is killed
· Three Pollutant Bill Introduced to Address Acid Rain and Mercury Emissions 
· McHugh Introduces Acid Rain and Mercury Control Act to Protect Adirondacks, Nation
· ADK: Plan to cap tax payments officially dead
· Mountain club issues third edition of Adirondack Reader
· Groups say they want total cleanup at West Valley site
· Hold on tax cap relieves officials
· Govt Leaders, Environmentalists Praise Elimination of Tax Cap
· Adirondack Tax Exemptions Struck
· Budget deal restores NY environmental funding
· Budget deal reverses tax freeze 
· Budget deal restores land tax, expands bottle bill
· Tax freeze on state-owned lands stricken from budget
· Camp Gabriels to Close, State Tax Cap Eliminated in Budget Deal
· State tax freeze pulled from budget 
· Camping comeback 
· New guide spotlights birding in Adirondacks 
· Playing catch up with news from the mountain world
· Guiding the way outdoors
· Plan would allow cyclists on Monroe County hiking trails 
· St. Law Co Could Lose $5M in Taxes
 
Other News
· On thin ice at both ends of world: Arctic sea ice sets record for newer, thinner ice in spring
· License hikers coming
· The Nature Conservancy announces sale of 92,000 acres of Adirondack timberlands
· Syracuse Man Dies While Hiking in High Peaks 
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