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Sally Hunt
Longtime ADK staff member Sally Hunt died on Saturday, March 20, after a two-year battle with lung cancer. Sally, an assistant in the Membership and Development Department, worked for ADK for more than 25 years in various capacities. Despite the ups and downs of her illness and the side effects of her treatments, Sally continued to work, coming into the office when she could or working at home when she wasn’t up to coming in. Her last day at work was Feb. 18. Sally considered ADK her second family, and she will be greatly missed by her co-workers and the entire ADK family. Her obituary is here. 
State Budget
Both the Senate and Assembly passed budget resolutions last week that rejected Governor Paterson’s plan to close dozens of state parks and historical sites. Both houses also went on record in support of the Environmental Protection Fund. In his executive budget, Paterson proposed cutting the EPF by one-third, to $143 million. The Senate proposed a $222 million EPF, while the Assembly endorsed a level of $168 million. It is not clear yet how the final budget bills will shape up or when a final state budget will be in place. 
The Buzz

Here are the details of the 2010 “Black Fly Affair: A Hikers Ball.” This year’s event will be held 7:30 p.m., Friday, May 21, at the Fort William Henry Hotel overlooking Lake George. This auction and gala is not only a lot of fun, it provides crucial funding for ADK’s programs. Don’t miss out! Register now.
Bridge Out

High water washed out the bridge across the Johns Brook that provides access to Grace and Peggy O’Brien cabins. ADK will replace the bridge as soon as possible.
Volunteers Needed
ADK’s Education Department is looking for volunteers interested in educating the public about the joys of the outdoors. More here. And the list of volunteer projects for National Trails Day is available here.  National Trails Day is Saturday, June 5. This year, ADK’s NTD program will be based in Indian Lake and will celebrate the Northville-Placid Trail.

Beginner Day Hikes
If you’re looking to hone your hiking skills, but have found ADK’s trailless peak hikes a bit daunting, we have just the thing. ADK’s Education Department is now offering a series of more-moderate hikes led by seasoned professional guides. ADK will offer four Beginner Day Hikes this summer and fall that will provide a foundation of skills and knowledge that will enhance the enjoyment of future outings. Find out about other ADK outdoor programs and workshops here.
Wildflower Weekend

The 2010 Summer Naturalist Series kicks off May 16-17 with Wildflower Weekend. Join botanist Ruth Schottman for a two-day program at the Adirondak Loj when spring wildflowers are at their peak. Get complete details about this and other Naturalist Series programs here.
Jobs

ADK is accepting applications for its north country operations crew and front desk/reservations staff. Details here.
ADK in the News
· Incremental camping
· Catskill 3500 Club meets for dinner
· New York's Democrats say state parks will stay open
· State Senate goes to bat for parks, historic sites
· Adirondack Mountain Club seeking summer volunteers for education programs 

· Duprey optimistic local state parks will stay open 

· Don't remove lean-to in Hurricane Primitive Area, locals ask DEC 
· Fred Schroeder, 1925-2010 

· Hundreds protest possible park closures 

· The 24th Annual Northeast Outdoors Show 
· Sen Thompson aids crusade to save parks
Other News
· The return of the black flies
· Move on campers, this area is closed
· From nature to gas drilling
· Rally to keep Minnewaska State Park open draws residents, officials
· Marcellus shale controversy leads to EPA study
· The new reality for state parks
· Gibson out as Protect executive director
· Hundreds rally in Allegany State Park to stop budget cuts
· Poughkeepsie hiker dies on Catskills peak
· House approves Hudson national park study
· Former APA Chairman "Woody" Cole Remembered
· Despite court rulings, Old Mountain Road remains off limits to snowmobilers 

· Voices rise for state parks, sites
· Skiers survive Angel Slides avalanche
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