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 Happy Earth Day!
ADK’s Public Affairs Office celebrated Earth Day 2010 a little early by participating in Albany’s annual Earth Day Lobby Day on Tuesday (April 20).  This event is organized by NYPIRG and cosponsored by ADK and other organizations involved in environmental advocacy, as well as your average concerned environmentalists. ADK’s Conservation Director Allison Beals and Public Lands Advocate Joelle Ingram met with 10 legislators (Assembly and Senate), while more than 20 other groups met with over 100 additional legislators. The large turnout for Tuesday’s event showed the Legislature that New Yorkers will not accept the governor’s disproportionate cuts to environmental programs.
 
ADK Blog
“The World Outside,” ADK’s new blog, is up on the CBS6 (WRGB) Web site. You can find it here.
 
Allegany State Park
The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has released a draft Master Plan for Allegany State Park. The plan is voluminous and detailed, but even a quick reading reveals a few things in the plan we can support without hesitation. The plan would designate the entire 65,000 acre park as a Natural Heritage Area and a Bird Conservation Area. Also, more than 80 percent of the park would be designated Park Preservation areas, which is the best way to protect it from gas drilling. A copy of the draft Master Plan is here and a copy of our press release is here.
 
Auction Preview
Whether you’re in the market for sterling silver hiking boots for your charm bracelet, a night at the ballet, a jug of pure maple syrup or lodging at an Adirondack Great Camp, you won’t want to miss ADK’s “Black Fly Affair: A Hikers Ball” on May 21. Details and a preview of auction items are available here. And what’s better than getting great deals on great stuff? Knowing that your purchases are benefitting an excellent cause. Proceeds from the gala and auction will help support ADK’s education intern programs.
 
Exhibit
The nature photography of Lesley Dixon will be on display at the ADK Bookstore in Lake George from May 1 through June 30. Details here.
 
Summer Expo
ADK will be exhibiting at the Adirondack Sports & Fitness Summer Expo this weekend (April 24-25) at the Saratoga CityCenter in Saratoga Springs. The event is free, so stop by and say hello. More information here.
 
Backcountry Cooking
Mary Holmes will show you how to prepare, package and assemble great tasting meals for a backpacking weekend or extended trip.  Learn how to adapt favorite recipes for the backcountry and to save money in the process. Holmes’ presentation, which begins at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11, will kick off the 2010 lecture series at ADK’s Member ServicesCenter in Lake George. All lectures are free, but space is limited, so call (518) 668-4447 to make a reservation. More information on the lecture series is available here.
 
National Trails Day
National Trails Day is Saturday, June 5. ADK’s NTD event will be based in the Adirondacks around the town of IndianLake. Sign up now to get your pick of projects.
 
ididaride!
Sign up for ididaride! Adirondack Bike Tour by June 1 and save $10. More here.
 
Club Day
Show your ADK membership card at any EMS store on Friday and Saturday (April 23-24) and save. More here.
 
ADK in the News
· 5 hiking spots in the Northeast 

· State Plans for its Largest Park 

· April brings some greening 

· Of Interest: April 15, 2010 

· Springing into summer 

· Girls gone wildflowers
 Other News
· Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis Says Hydrofracking Likely to Begin in Spring or Summer of 2011 

· White Nose Syndrome Found in Missouri 

· Earth Day: A Revolution 40 Years in the Making 

· Budget woes = Earth Day lite 

· DEC to sell firewood at seven campgrounds 

· Nature Conservancy officials clarify land deal 

· New Adirondack Loj Road bridge delivered 

· NY Officials Eye PA Hydrofracking Incident 

· If there's drilling, set the bar high 

· Phil Brown: Facts of the Domtar-Nature Conservancy Deal 

· Adirondack folk school prepares to open 

· Federal funds for Follensby 

· DEC to begin cracking down on illegal firewood 

· Status of State Parks in Limbo 

· Commissioners want fire towers to stay 

· Park Agency looks for way to save popular Adirondack fire towers 

· Lawmakers: Parks need cash now 

· Contamination suspends Cabot's Pa. gas drilling
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