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JBL Improvements
The finishing touches were completed on the Johns Brook Lodge great room earlier this month, culminating years of hard work. Earlier JBL projects include replacing the siding and roof and installing thermal-pane windows. This year, volunteers under the leadership of Rich Preis insulated and paneled the great room. The two-week project also included structural improvements and the lowering of the great room’s upper window and vaulted ceiling. (If you stand in the right spot, the window provides a view of the face of the Gothics.) In addition, the upstream family room was remodeled, and new bunks and comfortable 8-inch camp mattresses were installed. Similar improvements are planned for the main bunkrooms next season. You can view some of the recent improvements here.
 
State Park Closures
The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) put padlocks on the gates of dozens of state parks today (Monday, May 17). Read ADK’s Action Alert to find out what you can do about it. Here are come news stories about the park closures:
· Paterson attends NYC park ribbon cutting on day state closes 41 parks 

· Padlocked parks lock out sense 

· New York closing 55 parks, historic sites today 

· A monumental closure 

· Dream nuptials nixed by Thacher Park closure 

· State park, historic site cuts at a glance 

· State ax about to fall on parks, historic sites 

· Silent Spring nears at state park 

· State ready to close parks Monday 

· State budget woes make for not-so-happy campers 

· State parks near deadline for opening 

· NY parks commissioner expects parks to be open by summer 

· State budget woes may close 55 state parks for a long dry summer
 
Allegany State Park 
There are no plans to close New York’s largest state park, but Allegany State Park faces another threat: Because New York does not own the subsurface mineral rights to much of the park, Allegany is vulnerable to commercial natural gas exploration. In a draft Master Plan for the park, the OPRHP recommended that nearly 85 percent of the park be designated as Park Preservation areas. We believe the Preservation Area designations provide the best protection against gas drilling, which would turn parts this pristine park into industrial sites. ADK Public Affairs Office staff traveled to western New York last week to comment at public hearings on the plan and support the Park Preservation proposal. Read our press release here. In related news, ADK was recently awarded a $25,000 grant from The Conservation Alliance to support its efforts to protect Allegany State Park.
 
HPIC Lectures
Interested in Adirondack geography, flora and fauna? Ever wonder about the personal life of the beaver? Concerned about the spread of invasive species? Learn more about these and other Adirondack issues at the Saturday evening lecture series at the High Peaks Information Center (HPIC). All programs are free and open to the public. More information here.
 
Leave No Trace
ADK will host the Subaru/Leave No Trace Traveling Trainers for Awareness Workshops and Trailhead Greetings on May 28-30. The Subaru/Leave No Trace Traveling Trainers provide hands-on educational workshops and training across the country. The program includes a Friday campfire presentation for Loj and campground guests and an Awareness Workshop at HPIC on Saturday. The team will also talk to hikers at the Loj trailhead. More information here.
 
Upcoming ADK Events 
· It’s not too late to make a reservation for the “Black Fly Affair: A Hikers Ball,” which is this Friday (May 21) at the Fort William Henry Hotel, overlooking Lake George. Full details here. 

· ADK will celebrate National Trails Day on Saturday, June 5, in Indian Lake. Volunteer projects are filling up, but there are still opportunities to participate here. 

· The Genesee Valley Chapter’s 13th Annual Outdoor Expo is scheduled for Saturday, June 12, at Mendon Ponds Park in Rochester. Demonstrations, discussions and activities will be offered all day on a wide variety of outdoor-related topics. Attendees will also have an opportunity to view outdoor gear and try out canoes and kayaks on the Hundred Acre Pond. Free and open to the public. Details here. 

· The 9th Annual Mid-Hudson ADK PaddleFest will be held Sunday, June 13, at Plum Point Park, New Windsor (Orange County). Get a free kayak or canoe lesson, test paddle kayaks, improve your skills, check out the used gear sale. Free and open to the public. Details here. 

· June 1 is the deadline for early reservations (and a $10 discount) for ididaride! Adirondack Bike Tour. (The ride itself is Sunday, Aug. 15.)
 
 
ADK in the News
· Residents hail plan to protect park 

· Park plan creates few disagreements 

· NY Budget Crisis: Old Assumptions About the Adirondack Park will have to be Reexamined 

· Obituary: Former editor, reporter Read Kingsbury loved journalism field 

· Annual Black Fly Affair announced
· EARLY SEASON HIKES: A hike up Rooster Comb and Snow Mountain 

· Adirondack Mountain Club to Provide Advanced Wilderness Ethics Training 

· Standing tall in the southern Adirondacks 

· ADK to offer advanced Leave No Trace 

· Food for hiking 

· New master plan for Allegany gets it right
· ADK to host ‘Black Fly Affair: A Hikers Ball’ 

· Take a hike on trails of Central New York 

· New York toughens rules on gas drilling in watersheds 

· ON THE SCENE Pssst. Wanna have a good time
 
 
Other News
· Bat population in a tailspin 

· Senate OKs side-by-side ATV measure 

· Master Plan moves toward review for fire tower options 

· APA moves toward saving fire towers 

· Nasty, invasive "rock snot" creeps closer to Adirondacks 

· OSI's Joe Martens: "We've got to start figuring out (the Adirondack Park) differently” 

· Is the Adirondack Park being dismantled by Albany? 

· Rendell backs moratorium on leasing public and for gas drilling 

· DEC to keep roads closed in area
 
ADK Today is an occasional compendium of news and views of interest to members of the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK). It is produced and distributed by the ADK Communications Department, 301 Hamilton Street, Albany, NY 12210. Comments, questions or concerns about the content of this newsletter? Send us an e-mail. 
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